
Language Arts is a year long, integrated course that addresses the skills of reading, 
writing, vocabulary, grammar, speaking, and listening.

• Students will read whole class novels, small group novels, short stories, and a variety 
of informational texts.  Students will also complete independent reading. 

• Students will write argumentative, informative/explanatory, research, and narrative 
pieces. Assignments will vary in length, topic, and presentation.

• Students will study vocabulary related to reading, writing, and critical thinking.
• Students will be expected to use proper grammar in class and on assignments. 

Grammar is an integral part of reading, writing, and communicating. Grammar skills 
will be included in weekly lessons.

• Students will participate in classroom discussions as well as create and present their 
own work throughout the year.

 Middle School Language Arts

emily.white@k12.sd.us

605-472-4520 ext. 1039

https://www.redfield.k12.sd.us/Page/157 

Grading Scale

Contact Information

Z

• Reading instruction at the middle school level 
challenges students to think beyond the text to 
analyze various aspects of the text, such as plot 
elements, characterization, and tone. 

• To continue growing in fluency and knowledge, it is 
important that students read outside of class 
regularly.

• Work time is given in class to complete 
assignments. If you often have ELA homework 
(other than reading your book) you may need to 
reconsider how you are using your time in class.

Important Tips
100 A+

99-95 A

94-90 A-

89-87 B+

86-83 B

82-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-73 C

72-70 C-

69-67 D+

66-63 D

62-60 D-

59 and Below F

Materials Needed

In order to be fully prepared for class, 
students are expected to bring all materials 
to class daily. To maximize learning time, 
students will not have access to their 
lockers after the bell rings.

• Planner
• Binder/Folder
• Notebook/Paper
• Independent reading book
• Writing supplies
• Laptop
• Headphones



Classroom Rules

Curriculum

All students are expected to contribute to a positive classroom environment by being 
respectful, always being safe, being responsible, and being engaged. Our first priority is 
to ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to learn.

Additional Information

Refer to the MS/HS Student Handbook for additional details.

Absences

Technology

The curriculum for this course aligns 
with the South Dakota State Standards 
for English Language Arts, which can 
be viewed at: 
https://doe.sd.gov/ContentStandards/

It is the student’s responsibility to get and 
hand in missing or late work. Please check 
Google Classroom and Mrs. White’s 
assignment page for information. If you know 
you will be absent ahead of time, please talk 
with Mrs. White prior to leaving.

Note: If a long-term assignment/project is 
due while you are gone, the assignment will 
be due on the day of return.

If you miss class to participate in a school 
activity, work is due as if you were in class on 
the day of the activity.

Students need to bring their laptops and 
headphones to class daily.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to have laptops charged and 
ready to go for class each day.

1. Respect your teacher, your peers, our school, and yourself.

2. Leave your backpacks and phones in your locker during class.

3. Use the bathroom & get drinks between classes.

4. Be on time and be prepared. Bring your planner, notebook, writing supplies, 
independent reading book, laptop, and headphones every day.

Please refer to the Redfield MS/HS Student Handbook for specific school policies.

Late Work

Late assignments must be completed and 
turned in. However, after the due date, the 
student will serve a 30 minute detention 
daily until the assignment is completed and 
handed in. Being more than three days late 
will result in Saturday School being 
assigned. After 3 days, the student may 
receive a 0 or grade deduction on the 
assignment.


